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IR, you are like to haue none 
other accompt for the preſent 
than ſuch as Marchant-Factors, 
after bad markets returne, that 
1s, papers for paymet, for liuers 
lines, The which though not ſo 
| acceptable as more ſolide re. 
-» EE turnes,yet gives ſome ſatiſkactis 
forthe expenſes of time queſtionable. I haue ſent you a 
diſcourſe of our Countrie penned at the requeſt of 
friends, for the better ſatisfation ct our Nobilitie, vn- 

poliſhed and rude, bearing the countries badge where it. 
was hatched, onely clothed withplainneſle and trueth. I 
intreat your fauourable acceptation thereof, as your 
wonted clemencie hath beene to the Author, it you 
thinke it may doe good by incouraging any of your 
Countrie to the interpriſe, I am willing you publiſh it, 
other wiſe Iet it bee buriedinfilence as you ſhall thinke 
meeteſt, and eſteeme mee ſtill one of whome you haue 


power to diſpole, 
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OR as mich as there bee ſun; 
| arie relations of the New-ſound. 
lind and the commodities thereof, 
| Some too much extolling it, ſome 

too much debaſing it , preferring 
| the temperature of the aire there of 
before ours, the hopes of commoii: 
| ies there without paines and mine- 
ralles , as if they wcre apparent 
(which as I deny to bee a weritie, yet 1 affirme not to bee 
impoſsible)with other narrations diſſenting from the trueth, 
the which althouzh done out of a good affettion, yet had they 
better beene EL I haue therefore (gentle Reader ) Voping 
of thy fauourable conſtruction, ſet downe as on and plaine 
zearmes out of that experience.1 haue gained inthree yeares 
and ſeuenth monthes reſidence there, the tructh,as thou ſhalt 
finde by proofe thereof to the which I recommend thee and vs 
all to his Grace, that is able and will plant thoſe that feare 
him in a better Kingdome. Farewel, 
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Thine and his Countries in 
part, not whollic his owne, 


lonnN Mason. 
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ABRIEF DISCOVRSE 


of the Newfoundland with the 


Stuation,temperature, and commoadnies there; 


of inciting our Nation to goe forward in 
that bopefull plantation begunne, 


; HE Countrie commonly knowne 
— GW and called by the name of New. 
S\&@ foundland , albeit it is ſo much 
KY frequented and reſorted yearely 

8Y co, by thouſands of our Nation and 
others , which have (carcely ſo 
Ja. much as a ſuperficiall knowledge 

YY thereof ( onely ſo much as con- 
Wald cerneth their fiſhings excepted) is 
"—_ <> F an Jland or lands as ſome plats 
haue deſcribed it, ſituate on the front of e America, bet wixt 
46, and 52. degrees of Northerly latitude, of the bignes 
of Ireland. the Eaſtermoſt fide thereof bounded with the 
Ocean extendeth ir ſelfe neareſt North and South : the 
variation allowed 100. Leagues , the ſouth face deuided 
from the Iles of Cp. Bretone by the Gulfe of Saint Low- 
rence 2 ſtraigth of 27, Leagues ouer lyeth Weſt. and 
by North northerly, and Eaſt and by South Southerly in 
length 77. Leagues, on the Weſt part imbraced b the 
Grand-bay ftretching it ſelfe. Northeaſt and Southweſt 75 + 
Leagues. and on the North confined by the Norther arme 


of the Grand-bay which ſeparateth it from the conrbegey of 
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N ona Frenciamaking a fret of 7,Leagues wide,&is deſcribed 
by the Rhombe of W. and by North and E. and byS. 25. 
Leag.AJlmoſt of —— formeſauing that many bays& 
Inlets making incroachment haue diſfigured the face therof 
with Scars,cating into the land into 40 leagues ſpace on the 
South part where we haueſcarched 3o as good Harbours as 
the world affords. The longitude thereof reackoned from 
the weſtermoſt part of the /nſule fortunate is 330 degrees, di- 
ſtant in the Line of Weſt & by the South from our Meridian 
45+degrees by comon account which in the midle parallcll 
. of the differece the LatituJe betwixt the lids endof England 
& the bodice of Newfoundland at 3 9. one halfe miles anſwe- 
rable to each degree in the ſame maketh 1764.miles or 588 
Tee. The aire ſubtle & wholeſome, the Summer ſeaſon 
lealant conforme tothe like latitude in Europe,ſauing that 
woodie places m Tune & TIulic are ſomewhat peſtered with 
ſmall Flics-bred of the rottenes of ruined woode & moyſture 
like as in Ruſ7is. The Winter degenerating therfrom, being 
as cold& ſnowy as 6odegrees inEurope, & of the like tem- 
perature in December, Tan.Febr. March, as the northermeſt 
parts in Scotland. viz.The Hebrides and the Orcades wherin 
T haue twiſe wintered, or of the Coaſt betwixt Hambureb & 
the mouth of the Sond or Noſe of Norway: yet more comfor- 
table for the length of the day in Winter, which exceedeth 
theirs three houres at the leaſt. And albeit it be thus cold 
in-cthe Winter ſcaſon by accidentall meanes, conmtrarie tothe 
naturall poſition thereof in the Spheare, yet is it tollerable, 
as by experience,ſfo that there needs no Stoaues as in Germa- 
me: Likewiſe fruitefull enough both of Sommer and W inter 
cornezan example for our comfirmatson thereof we haue in 
Poland one of the greateſt corneConntries of Europe&yet as 
cold and {ubjeR to freizing as Newfoundland, as alſo our 
owne experience both in Wheate, Rye, Barlie, Oates, and 
Peaſe, which haue growen and ripened there as well and als 
timely as in Nork/hire in England. And for grouth of Garden 
herb?s of diuers ſorts as Hyſope,Time, Parſely,Clarie, Es 
rench 
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french'Mallowes, Bugloſſe,Collombines, Wormewood, &c, 
There is at this preſent of 3, yeares old of my ſowing, like- 
wiſe Roſemary, Fenell, Sweete marierim, Baſſell, Purſelyn, 
Lettiſe, and all other Herbes & Rootes : as torneps, Paſ- 
nepes, Caretts, and Radiſhes we haue found to growe well 
there inthe Sommer ſeaſon, The common wild herbes of the 
Countrie are Angelica, Violets, Mints, Scabius, Yarrow, 
Ferne, Salſaparilla, with diuers other ſorts whereof I am 
ignorant; But ſuppoſe would for variety and raricty compoſe 
another Herballz of theſe kinds wee haue only made wy 1 of 
certain great green leaues pletifully growing in the woods, 
and a great Roote growing in freſh water ponds, both good 
againſt the Skiruye,and an other prettic Roote witha blew 
ſtalke and leaues of the nature of a Skirret growing in a dry 
Beachy ground, good meate boyled: The Countrie fruites 
wild, are cherries fmall , whole groaucs of them , Filberds 
ye ,2 (mall pleaſant fruite, called a Peare, Damaske Ro- 
es fingle very ſweet, excellet Straberries,and Hartleberries 
with aboundance of Raſberries,and Gooſeberrics ſomewhat 
better than ours in Eng/and,all which replanted would be 
much inlarged, There is ao a kinde of wikd Coranies, witd 
Peafe or-Feetches in many places which we haue both found 
good meat and medecine for the Skirnys The Land of the 
North parts moſt mountanye-& woodye very thick of Firre 
trees, Spruce, Pine Lereckhout, Aſpe, Haſill, a kinde of ſtin- 
king wood;the three formeſt goodly Timber and moſt con- 
uentiet for Building, No Oakes, Aſhe,Beech, orEllmes, have 
we ſcene or heard of 3 the greateſt parts of the Plainesare 
mariſhand boggs, yet apt to be drawen dry by meanes of 
many fre(h Lakes intermixt which paye tribute to the Sea 

and on the brinks of theſe Lakes, Moot which the water 

draines away from the rootes of the Grafſe, it floriſheth, in 

_ theother parts ofthe Plaines where the water ſtandeth and 

killeth the growth of the Graſſe with his coldneſle it is 

ruſhie and ſeggyzin ſome parts is barren, & mos(ie ground, 


but that that 15: firme and dry beareth good grafſe. The 
Springs 
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Spring beginnethinthe end of Aprill, & Haruett continueth 
while Nouember , I haue ſeene September and ORober 
much more pleaſant than in Ergland; The South part is not 
ſo moun:anous nor ſo woodie, for being a little paſſed vp 
from the Sea coalt the continent hath champion ground fo: 
40. miles together in North and South extent of the like 
nature of the former, hauing pretty Groues and many fre(h 
laksrepleniſhed with Eeles & Salmon-Troutes great,and in 
great p lentie, The Beaſtes are Ellans, Follow-deare, Hares, 
Bearcs harmeles, Wolues, Foxes, Beauers, Catnaghenes ex- 
cellent,Otteres, and a\ſmall beaſt like a Ferret whoſe excre- 
ment 1s Muske , And the Plantations haue prettie ſtoare 
of Swine and Goates. The Fowles are Eagles, Falcons, Tal. 
fills, Marlins, a great Owle much deformed, a leffer Owle, 
Buſſards, Gripes, Oſprayes which diue for Fiſhes into the 
Water, Rauens, Crowes, wild Geeſe, Snipes, Teales, Twil- 
lockes, excellent wilde Duckes of diuers ſorts and aboun- 
dance, ſome whereof rare and not to be found in Europe, 
Their particulars too tedious to relate,all good meate, Par- 
triches white in Winter, and gray in Summer, greater thi 
ours, Butters, blacke Birds with redd breaſtes, Pl1ll: Tas, 
Wrens, Swallowes, Tayes,with other ſmall Birds, and 2. or 
3.excellent kinds of Beach Birds very fat and ſweet, & at the 
platations EngliſhPigeons, The ſea fowles,are Gules white 
and gray, Penguins, Sea Pigeons, Ice Birds, Bottlenoſes, 
with otherſortes ftrange 1n ſhape, yet all bownrifull to vs 
with theirEgges as good as ourTurkie or Hens, where with 
the llelands are well repleniſhed, But of all, the moſt adm1- 
rableis the Sea,ſo diuerſified with ſeucrall forts of Filbes a- 
bounding therein, the conſideration whereof is readie to 
ſwallow vp a1d drowne my ſenſes not being able to compre - 
 hendor expreſle the riches therof. For could one acre ther- 
of be incloſed witn the Creatures therein in the monthes of 
June,Julie, and Auguſt,it would excecd one thouſand acres 
of tne beit Paſture: with the ſtocke thereon which we haue 
in E::/ama, May hath Herings on equallto 2, of ours, _ 

an 
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and Cods in good quitity, Iune hath Capline a fiſh muchre-., 
ſembling Smeltes in frm andeating,and ſuch aboundance 
dry on Shoare. as tg ade Carts, in ſome partes pretty ſtore 
of Salmond,and Cods ſothicke by the ſhoare that we heard- 
lie haue beeneable to row a Bokte through them,T haue kil- 
led of them witha Pjkez Of theſe, three mento Sea ina 
Boate with ſome. on Shoare to dreſſe and dry themin 3 o, 
dayes will kill commonlie betwixt 25. and thirty thouſand 
worth with the Oyle ariſing from them 100 or 120,pound.. 
And the fiſh and Traine in one Harbout called Sain& Tohns 
is yearly inthe Sommer worth 17, 0r 18. thouſand pounds. 
Iulic, and ſo till Nouember, hath Macrill .in aboundance: 
ane thereof as great as two of ours, Auguſt hath great large 
Cods but not in ſuch aboundance as the ſmaller, which con- 
tinueth, with ſome little decreaſing till December 3 What 
ſhould I ſpeake.ofa kinde of Whales called Gibberts, Dog- 
fiſh, Porpoſes, Hering-Hogges, Squides a rare kinde of fiſh, 
at his mouth ſquirting matterefor th like Inke, Flownders, 
Crabbes, Cunners,Catfiſh, Millers, thunnes &c.Of al which 
there are innumerable in the - Summer ſcaſon; Likewiſe of 
Lobſters plevtie, and this laſt yeare ſtoare of Smelts not 
having beene.knowne there before. I haue alſo ſeene Tonnie 
fiſh in NewJand;znow of ſhell fiſh thereis Scalupes, Muſleles, 
Vrſenas, Hens, Periwinkles &c,Here weſce the chiefe fiſhing. 
with his great commoditie expreſſed, which falleth ſo fitly 
in the Summer ſeaſon betwixt ſeed-time and Harueſt that.it 
cannot be. any hinderance to cither, ] hane.heard ſome 
countries commended for their two fowli Harueſt, which 
heare thay haſt, although in a different kinde, yer both as 
profitable,T (dare ſay)as theirs ſo much extolled,if the right 
courſe betaken; & well fareth, that country ſay T,which in 
one months time with reaſonable paines, wil pay both lands 
lordsrent, ſeruants wages, and ail Houſhold charges. But + 
peraduenture ſome. ſqueayſie ſtomake will ſay, Fiſhing is a 
beaſtly traJe & vnſeeminga Gentleman, to whom I anſwere. 


( Banus odor [uti ci lucro) & let them propound the Holanders 
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co themſclues for example whoſe Conherie is fo much in- 
riched, by it; others ſay the Countrie is barren, but they 
are deceiued , for Tor que tecit ſeipſams tegit Dominnm, and 
the great abounJance of Wogjes and witde Fruites which 
excedingly florith there proue the gontrary, And what thogh 
che fertility of the ſoyle and temperature of the Climate 
be inferiour to Firgima, yer for foure maine reaſons to be 
laid downe it 1s to be parallelled to it, if not preferred be- 
fore it, the which we will heare propound. 

1 The firſtrealon is the nearenes to our owne home, which 
naturally we are ſo much addicted vnto, being but the halfe 
of the way to Virgina, hauing a conuenient paſſage for three 
ſcaſonable Monthes, March, Aprill.and May, which alwayes 
accomodate faire windes to paſſe thether, ſometime in 14. 
or 20, dayes, ſeldome in thirtie dayes, Likewiſe the com- 
modious returne in Tune, Tulie, Auguſt, September, Oto- 
ber,and Nouember, ſometimes 1n 1 2: 16. 20, and now and 
then in thirtie dayes. =. = 

2 The great intercourſe of trade by our Nationtheſe 
threeſcore years and vpwards,in no ſmall numbers frequen- 
ting the New-found land, and daylie increaſing, with the 
Iikelineſſe thereof to continue, fiſh being a ſtaple commo- 
ditie with vs, andſo ſellable in other countries yearlie im - 
ploying 3000. thouſand Sea-men and breeding new daylie, 
alſo fraighting three hnndreth Ships 1n that voyage, and 
releuing of 20000. people moe here in England (for moſt 
of theſe fiſhers are maried and hane a charge of Children, 
and liue by this meanes not being able to gaine halfe ſo 
much by another labour ) furthermore the reuenew. that 
groueth to the, King by the cuſtomes of French Spaniſh 
and Straights goods imported, from the proceede of this 
fiſh trade ſuppolc at the leaſt to the value of ten thouſand 
pounds yearely. : 

3 The conuentency of tranſporting plantors thether at the 
old rate, ten ſhillings the man, and twentie ſhillings to find 
him vicual thether,l1kewiſe other commodities by ſhippes 


that 
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that goeſackes at ten ſhilling pertunne out,and thirtie ſhil- ,. 
lings home , whereas YVireemaand Birmoods fraightes, arc * 
fiue pound the man and three pound the tunne, 

4 Fourthly and laſtly ,. Securitie from foraine an1 do- 
meſticke enemies,there being but few faluages inthe north, 
and none in the ſouth parts ofthe Countri.; by whom the 
planters as yet neuer ſuffered damage, againſt whom ( if 
they ſhould ſeeke to trouble vs, a tmall fortification will 
ſcrue being but few in numbter, and rhoſe onely Bow men. 
Alſo it any Warres ſhould happen betwixt vs and other 
Nacions, wee needenot feare rooting out. Forthe Yce is 
a Bulwarke all Aprill commonlie and ater that during 
the whole Summer wee haue a garifon of ,. or 10. 1000 
of our owne Nation with many good and warlike Shippes, 
who of neceſsitle muſt defend the fiſhing ſeaſon for thcir 
liuings ſake , as they alwayes formerlie haue done in 
the Warres With Spaine, And afterwards in the monthes 
of Harueſt and Winter the winds are our friends and will 
hardlie ſuffer any to approch vs , the which if they ſhould, 
the cold oppoſite.to.the nature of the Spainard will-giue 
him but cold Intertainement 3. neither will the Plantours 
be altogether puffed vp with careleſle ſecuritie but fortifie. 
in ſome meaſure knowing that Non ſunt ſecuri qui dant ſua 
Cola ſecuri, 

Nowe hauing formerly layed downe the temperature of 
the Aire and diſpoſition of the Weather in the Winter ſea- 
ſon to be cold and conſequently differtt from other places of 
the ſame ſituation vnder the ſame Parallel in Europe,and by 
EXPErience anſwerable to 59.or 60, degrees thereof, It 
w1ll beexpeRed that I ſhould ſhew ſome reaſpns concernt 1g 
the ſame which according to mine opinion ( ſubmitting my 

ſelfe to better Iudgements,) I will ſet downe; It being a 
enerall rule approued through America that any place vn- 
er the ſame Parallel of another place in Europe 1s as cotd 

as thoſe places which are (ituate in 12, or 13, degrees to 


the North wards therof, and the ſame rule holdeth a like on 
FI | | either {1Je- 
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either ſide of the EquinoGiiall. Forexample, the ſtraigths 
of eAMazetan in 54. tothe Sourthof the Equino@rall, ate 
n ore cold, ſnowie and boyſterous than any'part of Europe 
in 65, Likewiſe on tis fide the Line, the Country about 

_ the Ringer Orenoaque and Trinidade in 9. or ten deprees is 
foud as temperate as Gualata vnder 23.deprees of more nor- 
_therlie latitude in eAfrica. So likewiſe Sa 1n& Auguſtine 1n Flo- 
rida vnder 3 r.degrees 1s anferable to Yaladulid in 42, degrees 
in Spaine, alſo the plantations vnder 37. degrees 'ih Vrrgints 
are correſpondent in the Winter tothe temperature of Dezen- 
ſhireor Cornewell vader 50. degrees heare 'in Ergland, and 
although their Summer bee ſome what hotterin regard of 
the nearenes of the Sunne, being then inCarcer within 1 5.,de- 
_ grees oftheir Zenith, the Radius therof then ſtriking neare 
at a right Angle, cating a ſtrange refle&ioh,yert would 1t be 
much hotter if the Sun in his paſfage' ouer the great Oceane 
3 000,,mi1les broad vnder thatParalel, bet wixtEurope & Anic- 
_ rica, by theexhalation of wateriſhvapours 8&'much moiſture 
thereout, into the middle region of the Aire, did not coole 
the ſame,which being made more groſle & thick with tmifty 
Clouds, his Beames cannot pearce through with their pro- 
- pre vigarand force, to heate the Earth; To tnis cooling of 
the Sutines heate helpeth alſo all thofe gteat freſh porids 
and lakes ſo abounding in America. Freſh waters detng more 
naturally cold thanſalt, and both'colder than the Earth, of 
like qualitie alſoare the mariſh ani Boggie gronndes, 
rhe Lands not manured and therefore more naturally cold, 
the Country flenTterly peopled,voide of Townes and Cities, 
whereof Europe 1s full; th2 ſmoake whereof and heate of 
fires much quattteth the coldneſte of the Aire, Laftlythc 
chicteſt reaſon of che coldneif: in New-found-land in the 
\ Vinter ſeaſon is the Yce which beeing congealed into 
oreat firme Lands, Even from the North Pole, all alongſt 
thc Coalt of Grorlwd , Grentmd , The North-weſt paſfage 
T erra de labezador & fo towardes the Gran/ibay,afl that rrak 
kauing many Inlets an] broken Lands apt as vnnaturtli 
won be; 
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wombes to breede 'and bring foorth ſuch Monſters, 
which being nurſed in their ruderarmes , till the V Vinte: 
ſeaſon paſt, are turnde foorth of doores in the Spring to 
ſhift for themſelues,and being weary of their imprilonments 
in thoſe angrie Climes with one accord as if they had a- 
greed with winde and ſtreame take Ferrie into Newfound- 
land, which immuring vs 1n the months of Febru.& March, 
both which are ſubje& to northeaſt winds & blowing from 
thisYce cauſerh 1t very cold. The currant ſtil ſetting it out}; - 
ward as 2 Iaylor tobring it before the Iudge,neuer leauetl 
ic till with the helpe of the outſer of Sain& Lalvrence Gulfe 
it be preſented nearer the Sun to be broild by his ſcorching 
Peames and conſumed.'T cannot deny butin me V Vinters. 
bet wixt Chriſtmas and March, Yee is bred in the Harbors 
and bayes of New-foundland, by reaſon of the calnienefle of 
the winds there incident, And the want of ftreames not caul- 
11g motion in the Waters,and when it is ſo frozen, it 1s none 
otherwiſe then the Texſettor Tnner Seas in Holand of r5. 
or 18, Inches thickneſſe, and breakes and conſumes in the 
Spring; all freſh Lakes frozen opens in the end of March or 
the beginning of Aprill, which brings with it many ſhowers 
to waſh away Snow, and bare the ground; and in the mille 
of the Month many Ships arriue of the Enzlſh,ſome Frexch, 
anJ in the m1ileſt of May ſome Portingalls. All which as 
{o many Reapers come to the Harneſt, gathering in aboun- 
dance the wonderfull bleſsings of the Lord. | 
I might heare further diſcourſe of our diſcoucries, confe- 
rence with t1e Saluages by Maſter John Gye their maner of 
lite. Likewiſe of the managinge our buſineſle in our planta- 
tions with the Jeſcrtptions of their firnations 11 2,places 16. 
miles diſtant trom other on the north(ile the bay of CONCCP- 
tion,of che manner charge and benefite of our fiſhings with 
the ſcucrall ſtrang? formes, and natures of Fiſhes , pro- 
jects tor making Yron , Salt, Pitch , Tarre, Iirpintine, 
Frank-Tncenſe, Furres , Hope of traJe with Saluages and 
{uch like, with many accidents and occurences 1n the tune ot 
(3) 


A diſcourſe of the New-foundland. 
my gouerment there, but theſe may ſuffice as Verbum ſupienti; 
being of ſufficient trueth to remoueerrours of conceiuing 
the Countrie more pleaſant by reaſon of his natural! 
fight in the Spheare , then it 1s indcede, alſo to convince 
and take away malicious and (candelous peeches of maligne 
erſons, who out of enuy to G O D and good Actions 
(inſtructed by their father the Deuill ) haue ſought to dit 
ole 1t of the dewe, and blamiſh the good name tlicreot. 
And laſthe to induce thee , gentle Reader, to the tius 
conſideration thereof as a thing of great con- 
[cquenceto our Nation not only at preſent, 
but like to. bee much more benefici- 
all when the plaintations there 
ſhall increale, which God 
grant to his owne glo- 
ric and the good of 
our Common- 
Wealth. 


FINIS. 


